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            On February 13, 2015 House Bill 145 passed by a 51-46 vote in the Kentucky House of Representatives.
[i] The bill referred to as “Smoke free Kentucky,” which provides criminal sanctions for those who smoke tobacco
products in all places of business indoors, did not clear the Kentucky Senate.[ii] Since last year’s flop, the
“Foundation for A Healthy Kentucky” released a poll showing support for a smoking ban across the State with
around 66% of poll participants favoring the ban.[iii] “We've got our work cut out for us, but there are a lot of
people that are very passionate about this issue,” said Ellen Hahn, director of the Kentucky Center for Smoke
Free Policy, “and they're working, both behind the scenes and right out front, to ensure that people have clean
air.” [iv] Key to this issue is the overall importance of clean air, when weighed against the property rights of
business owners.[v]
            House Bill 145 aimed to ban smoking in all places of employment including hotels, bars, and all
restaurants.[vi] While some fight for clean air in all establishments, there are those Senators who are concerned
with infringing on the property rights of those who own businesses. Senate President Robert Stivers of
Manchester said that while he opposes the smoking, he believes government should not interfere with private
enterprise.[vii] While the politicians are concerned with the rights of business owners, their constituents are
increasingly warming up to the idea of a statewide ban.[viii] Susan Zepeda, President, and CEO of the
Foundation for a Healthy Kentucky said that lawmakers should take note of the growing support for the ban
stating, “I think it sends a clear signal that support for smoke-free environments isn't going away.”[ix]
            The success of a future bill will likely depend on a bi-partisan effort to agree on some of the amendments
suggested in the previous bill.[x] One of the proposed amendments included an option for exemption if the
business is properly ventilated and listed as a smoking establishment while another proposed amendment would
exempt e-cigarettes from the ban.[xi] With many of these amendments being blocked, the Republican held
Senate would likely continue to favor the rights of businesses and property owners to use their property as they
see fit. However, the poll is enlightening, and shows that Kentucky, ranked as the second heaviest state with 27%
of adults who report smoking, might be ready to join the two-dozen or so other states that have adopted a
statewide smoking ban.[xii]
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